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(e) Private carriage, private carrier, and 
terms of similar import used in connec-
tion with the Private Express Statutes 
or these regulations mean carriage by 
anyone other than the Postal Service, 
regardless of any meaning ascribed to 
similar terms under other bodies of law 
or regulation. 

(f) The Private Express Statutes are set 
forth in 18 U.S.C. 1693–1699 and 39 
U.S.C. 601–606 (1970). 

(g) The term identical printed letters 
includes letters that differ only in 
name, address or serial number. 

[39 FR 33211, Sept. 16, 1974, as amended at 44 
FR 52833, Sept. 11, 1979; 45 FR 3034, Jan. 16, 
1980; 45 FR 59873, Sept. 11, 1980; 48 FR 42354, 
Sept. 27, 1982]

§ 310.2 Unlawful carriage of letters. 
(a) It is generally unlawful under the 

Private Express Statutes for any per-
son other than the Postal Service in 
any manner to send or carry a letter on 
a post route or in any manner to cause 
or assist such activity. Violation may 
result in injunction, fine or imprison-
ment or both and payment of postage 
lost as a result of the illegal activity 
(see § 310.5). 

(b) Activity described in paragraph 
(a) of this section is lawful with respect 
to a letter if: 

(1)(i) The letter is enclosed in an en-
velope or other suitable cover; 

(ii) The amount of postage which 
would have been charged on the letter 
if it had been sent through the Postal 
Service is paid by stamps, or postage 
meter stamps, on the cover or by other 
methods approved by the Postal Serv-
ice; 

(iii) The name and address of the per-
son for whom the letter is intended ap-
pear on the cover; 

(iv) The cover is so sealed that the 
letter cannot be taken from it without 
defacing the cover; 

(v) Any stamps on the cover are can-
celed in ink by the sender; and 

(vi) The date of the letter, or of its 
transmission or receipt by the carrier, 
is endorsed on the cover in ink by the 
sender or carrier, as appropriate; or 

(2)(i) The activity is in accordance 
with the terms of a written agreement 
between the shipper or the carrier of 
the letter and the Postal Service. Such 
an agreement may include some or all 

of the provisions of paragraph (b)(1) of 
this section, or it may change them, 
but it must: 

(A) Adequately ensure payment of an 
amount equal to the postage to which 
the Postal Service would have been en-
titled had the letters been carried in 
the mail; 

(B) Remain in effect for a specified 
period (subject to renewals); and 

(C) Provide for periodic review, audit, 
and inspection. 

(ii) Possible alternative arrange-
ments may include but are not limited 
to: 

(A) Payment of a fixed sum at speci-
fied intervals based on the shipper’s 
projected shipment of letters for a 
given period, as verified by the Postal 
Service; or 

(B) Utilization of a computer record 
to determine the volume of letters 
shipped during an interval and the ap-
plicable postage to be remitted to the 
Postal Service. 

(c) The Postal Service may suspend 
the operation of any part of paragraph 
(b) of this section where the public in-
terest requires the suspension. 

(d) Activity described in paragraph 
(a) of this section is permitted with re-
spect to letters which: 

(1) Relate to some part of the cargo 
of, or to some article carried at the 
same time by, the conveyance carrying 
it (see § 310.3(a)); 

(2) Are sent by or addressed to the 
carrier (see § 310.3(b)); 

(3) Are conveyed or transmitted with-
out compensation (see § 310.3(c)); 

(4) Are conveyed or transmitted by 
special messenger employed for the 
particular occasion only, provided that 
not more than twenty-five such letters 
are conveyed or transmitted by such 
special messenger (see § 310.3(d)); or 

(5) Are carried prior or subsequent to 
mailing (see § 310.3(e)). 

[39 FR 33211, Sept. 16, 1974, as amended at 45 
FR 77029, Nov. 21, 1980]

§ 310.3 Exceptions. 
(a) Cargo. The sending or carrying of 

letters is permissible if they accom-
pany and relate in all substantial re-
spects to some part of the cargo or to 
the ordering, shipping or delivering of 
the cargo. 
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